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Societies make up the social fabric of a University and 
their contributions are invaluable to the University 
experience. � is year, numerous societies have 
displayed dedication, achieved success and fulfi lled 
their targets. 

� e continued dedication displayed by all members 
of the RAG society should be congratulated. � is 
year members have carried out numerous high profi le 
collections throughout the county, notably ‘Jailbreak’.

2007–2008 has welcomed some new additions to 
DMU’s societies. Taking centre stage is of course the 
dazzling Burlesque society. � is society performed a 
series of shows and hosting lesson in Burlesque with 
guest dancers. 

� e ISA (International Students Association) has really 
taken off  this year seeing a huge increase in members.

 Bright Futures displayed effi  ciency and superb 
organisation skills that see this society go from strength 
to strength. 

It has been a big year for all religious societies whom 

have all hosted events and maintained the success of 
the society. � e Islamic society has produced another 
prosperous ‘Islam Awareness Week’. � e Hindu society 
celebrates another good year and has produced a series 
of successful events.

Both the Afro-Caribbean Society and LGBT Society 
continually host high profi le and entertaining events for 
the student body.

No other society has demonstrated star quality 
like the DMU Dance and Ballet societies. � ey have 
produced outstanding performances proving that 
commitment and hard work really does pay off . Tickets 
for Rhythm Nation taking place on the 21st April are 
available at reception. Please show your support and 
attend what promises to be another spectacular show.

I would like to conclude with a � ank you. � ank 
you to all societies for their eff orts this academic year. 
Each member gives something back and is a credit 
to De Montfort University. I wish you all continued 
success and the best of luck for the future.

� is academic year De Montfort University Students’ 
Union linked up with the Community Development 
Fund to undertake a unique research project which 
explores the allusive topic of faith and interfaith 
dialogue on campus. � is topic knows no boundaries 
and is explorative in its approach. � e project aimed 
to explore diff erent faith groups and what it means 
to be a person who actively practices their faith. � e 
student population have been addressed and their 
views aired with regards to the project. � e project 
did not aim to answer questions, just dispel myths 
and common misconceptions. � e project immersed 
itself in the lives of students who practice faith and 
those who do not.  

� e project invited all faith followers and also people 
who do not practice a religion to partake in airing their 
views in an innovative way. With ‘� e Mighty Booth’ 
situated in the heart of the student campus, the Union 
gave participants the opportunity to communicate their 

opinions regarding their faith and how it infl uences 
a wide range of topics. � e booth sessions delved 
deeper and explored more controversial issues such 
as divorce, abortion and life after death. � e Mighty 
Booth provided insight into what the current student 
population think on such matters. � is has therefore 
produced intimate footage and captured the real views 
of participants.

Interfaith has grown since the initial stages and 
positioned itself as a valuable piece of research. Moving on 
from � e Mighty Booth, the project went straight to the 
heart of religion and explored diff erent places of worship 
gaining insight and evoking passion of faith leaders.

� e Interfaith project was designed to explore faith 
on campus. � e project addressed current issues that 
highlight the demands and commitment needed to 
practise a religion. � e projects main aim wass to engage 
the audience and communicate in an upfront actual 
account on their views on faith.

Societies – Review of the Year

The DSU Interfaith Project

Natalie Bellis, Societies Coordinator, looks at the achievements of 
our societies this year.
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Places of worship play a monumental role in worship. 
It is often thought that a place of worship embodies 
the key morals and persona of a religion. It is only 
right that the Interfaith project explores the meaning 
of such places and their impact on a religion. After 
visiting numerous places of worship for diff erent 
religions there was one clear similarity and that was 
all places of worship were rich in heritage and had a 
story to tell. � e place of worship encompasses the 
historical value of the religion and provides sanctuary 
for people to worship.

� e Balaji Temple Birmingham is a magnifi cent 
example of commitment and craftsmanship. � erefore 
a trip to this temple was essential to capture essence of a 
place of worship.

� e trip invited all students to partake in a temple 
visit. � e trip was open to all and took students to 
Birmingham where the Balaji temple is situated. Upon 
arrival our guide greeted us for the afternoon. Before the 
tour-started participants were advised to remove shoes, 
immediately this place of worship communicated the 
customs to the group. � e temples we visited are all 
places that are respected and you can see why.

� e temples were grand and detailed participants 
were educated on how the temple was built and what 

the carvings meant. Each temple displayed hand carved 
structures laced with an abundance of gold. From the 
moment one enters the room it is apparent that an un-
comprehendible amount of time has gone into building 
these temples.

� roughout the tour participants were enlightened on 
Hindu practice and took part in some of the traditional 
customs. � e history behind the religion knew no 
bounds and provided great insight into Hinduism.

Places of Worship

Interfaith – The Story so far...

“After visiting numerous 
places of worship for 
diff erent religions there was 
once clear similarity and 
that was that all places of 
worship were rich in heritage 
and had a story to tell.”

The Interfaith project has explored current 
topical issues and delved deep to demystify topics 
and gain further insight into faith. The project 
has utilised a number of different tools to aid the 
explorative process. All students who attended 
and the Demon media groups supported the 
Interfaith project.

Noted successful trips included a historic tour 
around Cambridge University and the surrounding 
areas. These provided a detailed insight into the 
heritage of Cambridge University.

The Central Mosque in Birmingham was another 
success providing students with an opportunity 
to learn more about the Islam. On the day a tour 
was given and students were openly encouraged to 
participate in a debate.

The Balaji temple trip was spectacular, one of 
the most hospitable venues visited. The buildings 
were magnificent and all visitors were appreciative 
of the craftsmanship and educated on Hinduism.

Praise B was yet another successful event 
organised by the Gospel choir. This event 
displayed the enthusiasm and passion that is the 
very fabric of faith. The Gospel choir are an asset 
to the University.

That’s the story so far. The above is a round 
up of a successful year. I would like to thank 
all involved in the project. The project never 
endeavoured to define faith, just explore its effect 
on the student population. This project has gained 
deeper insight and has been a success.  

All articles by Natalie Bellis
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Programme of Events
7.00 pm – 

Doors Open

7.30 pm –

Introduction from Carl King – President 
Summary of the year from Anna Moss – Vice President Student Activities

Summary of Societies from Natalie Bellis – Society Coordinator
Awarding of Colours to Societies A-Z

Awarding to Media Groups 

15 Minute Break – 
Performance by the Gospel Choir

Summary of the Sporting year from Anthony Statham and Ross Harrison 
Awarding of Colours to Sports Teams A-Z

Main Awards

Offi  cial Colours After Party held at Kinky Tonight
You must keep hold of your Colours ticket to gain free entry.

 Student Rep Awards 
 Student Offi  cer of the year 
 Media Personality of the year 
 Media Group of the year 
 Society Personality of the Year 

 Society of the Year 
 Sporting Performance of the year 
 Coach of the Year 
 Sports Personality of the Year 
 Sports Club of � e Year 


